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T.TSTTNG OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing^ <^f claims in the 
application. Claims I - 40 aro in the case. 

1. (Original) An absorbent article comprising: a topsheel; an absorbent core material, and 
an acqaisition distribation layei* between said topshcct and said absorbent core material, 
wherein said acquisition distribution layer is a lluree dimensional apcitured film having a 
female side and male side, wherein said acquisition distribution layer defines a void 
volume sjiace. 

2. (Original) The absorbent article according to clium 1 whtsrein: said acquisition 
distribution layer hii.s at least one raised ridge exlending towards said topsheet irom said 
female side of said acquisiticm distribution layer. 

3. (Original) Ibe absorbent article according to claim 2 wherein: said raised ridge runs in 
a longitudinid direction of the absorbent article for <iirecting unabsorbcd fluid to flow 
primarily in a desired direction with i-Cvspect to the absorbent article for reducing side 
leakage fi'om said absorbent article. 

4. (Original) The absorbent article uccording lo cliiirrs 1 wb.erein: ^aid acquisition 
distribution layer is a multi-layer film, having a lirst Quce dimensiimrd apertured film 
adjacent a second tluce diroensionid apertured film; said second three dimensional 
apertured film is affixed to a (cmalc side of swiid first three dimensional apertured fihn 
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wherein said first thrcc dimensional apertiired film htm al least one raised ridge; and a 
void area is created between sfiid second three dimensional apcrturcd film and said first 
throe dimensional apurtured film tor containing unabsorbcd fluid aiul .siibsl^mhally 
preventing contact of the fluid with the topsheet. 

5. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 1 wherein; »5ud acquisition 
distribution layer is a multi-liiyer film having n first three dimensional apertured film 
adjacent a second tliree dimensional apertured fihn; said second thrcc dimensional 
apertured film is affixed to a female side ofsaid first three dirncrisional apciturcd nirn; 
and a void area is created between said second three dimensional aperliired film and said 
first three dimensional apertured film for containing unabsorbcd tluid and substantially 
preventing contact of llie lluid with the topsheet, 

6. (Original) T\io absoi-benl ijrlicle according to claim 1 wherein: said topsheet is a 
vacuum tbriTietl Him layer, 

7. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim I \^4)crcin: said acquisition 
distribution layer has a plurality t>f cells whertsin adjiicent cells each have a hole that 
allows insult fluids to be rapidly ac<iuired tlirough the acquisititm (hstributiim layer. 

8. (Original) The absorbent axticle according t*) claim 7 wherein: said plurality of cells 
have a mesh count of between approximately 2 and 25. 
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9. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 7 wherein: said plunility of cells 
have <x mesh coutit of bclwoai appn>ximately 4 <ui.cl 15. 

10. (Oiigiiial) Tlie absorbent iirticle according to claim 7 wherein.; Sciid plundity of cells 
have a mesh count of approximately 8. 

1 1 . (Original) 'I'bc absorbent article according to claim 7 wherein: said cells have a shape 
selected from a group comprising hexagonal, circular, oval, clltpticaK or polygonal. 

1 2. (Original) The absorbent article acc-ording to claim 7 wherein: «aid plurality of cells 
form a cell pattern that is a combmation of at least two shapcfi sclccteil from a group 
comprising hexagonal, circular, oval^ elliptical, or polygonal. 

13. (Currently Amended) i he absorbent article acc<mling k> claun 1 wherein: said void 
volunic space is a total void volume space of the acquisition distribution layer, wherein 
said total void volume space ift is greater than 500 ciii". 

14. (Currently Amended) The absorbent ai-ticlts. according to claim 1 wherein: said vt)id 
volume space is a total void volume space of the acquisition distribution layer, wherein 
said total voiti volume space in is greater than 750 cm'. 

15. (Currently Amended) The absorbent artJcle according to claim 1 wheicin: jiJiUd void 
volume Kpacc is a total void volume space of the acquisiticm distribution layer, wherein 
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said {o{(A void vohimc space m is jjrejiter than 1 000 ctn^. 

16. (Original) Tlie absorbent ailicle ciccording to claim 1 wherein: said void vohjmc 
space is on the female side of the acquisition distribution layer to fiiciliiate spill-ovcr of 
unabsorbed fluid. 

17. (Original) The ubsjorheriL arhdc according to claiai 16 wherein: wsaid void volume 
space on said female side is grewter than 500 cm^ 

18. (Ori gin al) Hie absorbent arlicle according to claim 16 wherein: said void volume 
space on said Ibmalc side is greater than 750 cW. 

19. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 16 wherein: said void volume 
space on said female side is greater than 1000 cm^ 

20. (Original) The absoi-hent article according to claim 1 wherein: said void volume 
space is on the triale side of the acquisition distributioti layer to feicilitale spill-under of 
unabsorbed fluid, 

21 . (Original) The absorbent article aeeoixJiug lo claim 20 wherein: said void voltmic 
space on Kai<l male side is greater than 500 cur'. 

22. (Original) The absorbent iirliclc according to claim 20 wherein: said void vohune 
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spacc on said male side is greater th<m 600 cm^ 

23. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 20 wherein: said void volume 
.space oil said male side is greater than 750 \im^, 

24. (Original) An absorbent article comprising: a first three dimensional apcrtured film 
having a ibmale side and a male siclc^ wherein said first three ditxiensional apcrlui-cd film 
defines a void volume space; a second three diineiisiotial apcrtured lilm that is affixed to 
said female side of said ih"st three dijiieiisional apeitured film; a void area between said 
second tlircc dimensional apertured film and said fii'st tlirec dimensional apertiired lihri 
tor containing unubsorbed fluid; and an absorbent core materitd adjacent said male side 
of said first three dimensional apertured film. 

25. (Oiigincd) The absorbent article according to claim 24 fiirther comprising: a topsliect 
adjacent a female side of said second three dimensional apertured tlhn. 

26. (Currently Amended) The absorbent article according to claim 24 wherein: a total 
void volume space is defined by said void volume space of the first and second tliree 
dimensional apertured lilm layers, wherein said total void volume space m is greater than 
500 cm\ 

27. (Currently Amended) the abwrbent article according to claim 24 wherein: a total 
void volume space is delmed by said void volume space of the first and second three 
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dimensional aperturtscl tilm layers, wherein said total void volume spac:e in is greater than 
750 cm-'. 

28. (Currcnlly Amended) The absorbent article according to ddm 24 wherein: a total 
void volume space is defined by said void volume space of the first and ??ccond three 
dimensional apertured fihn layers, wherein said total void volume space in is greater than 
1000 cm\ 

29. (Original) I'he absorbent article according to claim 24 wherein: said void volume 
space is on the female side of the first tliree dimensional apertured film to facilitate spill- 
over of unabsorbcd flnid. 

.^0. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 26 wherein: said void volume 
space on said I'emale side is greater than 7.S0 crn^, 

31. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 26 wherein: said void volume 
$pace on said female side is greater than 1000 cm\ 

32. (Original) 1 he absorbent article according to cimm 26 wherein: said void volume 
space on said female side is greater than 1250 cm\ 

33. (OrigkLol) The absorbent article according to claim 24 wherein: said voi<l vokimc 
Space is on Uic male side of the first three dimension<il apertured nini to facilitate spill- 
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unricr of unabsorbeci fluicL 

34. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 30 wherein: said void volume 
space on said male side is greater than 500 cm^. 

35. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 30 wherein: SiUd void volume 
space on said male side i» greater than 600 cin^. 

36. (Original) The abs5orbcnt article according to cJaim 30 whcTcin: said void volumt; 
space on said male side is greater than 750 cm**. 

37. (Original) A method oi'avoiding a wetness sensation of a topsheet in an absorbent 
article comprising: passing fluid through an apcrttired acquisition distribution layer to ari 
area proximate a core material; and redirecting unabsorbed fluids to an area of non- 
satiu-atcd core material via void spaces defined by a male side of said tiuiuisilioTi 
distribution layer material. 

38. (Original) The method according to claim 37 wherein: said step oi redirecting 
unijb.s<:)rbBd fluids includes providing tmed ridges that define channels for directing 
fluids in a tlesired direction of the apeitured actiuisition distribution layer, 

39. (Original) The method according lo claim 37 wherein: said step of passing fluid 
through an aperturcd aequisitioD distribution layer comprises passing fluid through a firs 
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thrcc dimensional apert.ure<l film and second three dimensional aperlarcd film. 

40, (Original) A method of avoiditig a wetness sensation of a topshcct in an ahsorhent 
article comprisiixg: providing an apcrturcd acciuisition disliibulion layer defining a 
plurality of buckets that coniniunicate with a core material at an apex opening of said 
plurality of buekets; allowing unabsorbcd fluids to till otte of said phirality of buckets 
when an area of core material beneath said <me of said buckets becomes saturated^ and 
allowing said iinabsofbod fluids to spill over fi'om .said one of said buckets to an adjacent 
bucket so that said unabsorbcd fluid may cont^ict unsaturated areas of said core material. 
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